Welcome to
Community.
We are glad you are
here. While here we
hope you will feel
welcome and
find the service
meaningful.

Childcare (infants
through 4 year olds)
is available. Worship
boxes for younger
children to borrow
during worship are
located at the entrance.

Large Print bulletins
are available. Please see
an usher for assistance.

Pillows are available in
the narthex for those
who need extra comfort
and support while
sitting in the pew.

Hearing Assistance is
available through a
T loop system that has
been installed.

If you have a hearing
aid device that is T-coil
compatible, please turn
your hearing piece to
the t-position.
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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

— We Gather For Worship -

(Allow the opening music and prayer of preparation to turn your focus to God. Listen for
God’s spirit calling you into the Divine presence. Be still and know that God is God.)

PRAYER OF PREPARATION - (to pray silently)

Merciful God, your ways lead to life, your light shines in our darkness. Be my way and light
my path. Strengthen me in my weakness, for so many things tempt me, so many misplace
priorities distract my attention from you. Help me to place my value in you rather than
comforts of this world that do not endure. Amen.

— We Are Called Into God’s Presence -
CALL TO WORSHIP

*OPENING HYMN - #455
All Creatures of Our God and King

— We Confess Our Sins -
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of Grace, you call us to be different from the world, but the world is seductive, and
so we come here to be strengthened. God, you hold before us an alternate way of life,
different priorities, different loyalties, different values. But we know that the world is
not only seductive but powerful. We are drawn into following its priorities, accepting
its values, showing loyalty to its gods. Forgiving God, we confess that it is easy to be
conformed to this world. Forgive our conformity and transform us, O God. We pray in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

DECLARATION OF PARDON



RESPONSE TO THE PARDON
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah

Halle, Halle, Halle - lu - 0o - yah

Halle, Halle, Halle - lu - 0o - yah

Halle, Halle, Halle - lu - 0o - yah
Hallelujah! Hal-le-lu-jah!

— We Hear God's Word -
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

ANTHEM

New Testaments of Grace
Words & Music by Brad Nix

We travel lonely roads, and shoulder heavy loads.
We hide our wounds, conceal our scars.
You find us in our shame, and softly speak our names.
You welcome us just as we are.

(Chorus) Lord, through all our days, we’ll give You praise.
Make us new testaments of grace.

Your Spirit enters in, and brand-new lives begin.
New lives of joy born out of faith.
Old dreams are re-arranged, as selfish hearts are changed.
We hear your voice, and we obey. (Chorus)

Sometimes life leads us into valleys yet unknown,
But you're our shepherd, so we never walk alone.
Sometimes we're fearful of all tomorrow holds,
But You've promised us a future, You've promised us a hope.

We're portraits of Your heart, Your treasured works of art,
We're lives restored and souls redeemed.
And as our story’s told, in brush strokes true and bold,
Amazing grace will be our theme.

Chorus X 2

Make us new testaments of grace.
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

READING FROM THE WORD OF GOD - Matthew 7:13-23

" “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. ' But small is the gate and narrow the road that
leads to life and only a few find it. '* “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. ' By their fruit you will recognize
them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? '’ Likewise, every
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. ** A good tree cannot bear bad
fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. ** Every tree that does not bear good fruit is

In the presence of a
forgiving God,
We become aware of the
ways we fall short
of God’s best hopes
for us, and ways we
have hurt others.

As you pray the prayer
of confession; think
how the words express
specific sins in your
life and the life of the
church. We turn to God
asking forgiveness.

Claim the truth that
through God’s grace
and Christ giving of
himself on the cross,
we are forgiven. Let this
truth set you free
from your sins so you
may be restored to
God and one another.

All children are invited
to come forward for the
Children's Moment.

The Scripture bears
witness to the word of
God. Listen beyond the
human word for the
Word of God. Pray that
the Spirit will speak to
you through the text.



All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful
for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training
in righteousness, so that
the servant of God may
be thoroughly equipped

for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

The affirmation of
faith invites us to join
with God's people
everywhere in claiming
our faith in God as our
Creator, Redeemer and
Sustainer. It also
reminds us to go out
and publicly proclaim
our faith in God.

The giving of an offering
not only supports the
ministry of Christ
but it is the symbolic
dedication of our life
and all that we have to
give to God in response
to his love. Remember
that all things belong to
God, and that we are
entrusted to use all
that we have to bring
glory to God.

cut down and thrown into the fire. ° Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. * “Not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. * Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and, in your
name, perform many miracles?’ #* Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away
from me, you evildoers!

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Rod Stone
Beware of the Illusion of Faith

— We Believe -

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Jesus taught his disciples to seek God’s kingdom first. We believe Christ gives us and
demands of us lives in pilgrimage toward God’s kingdom. We acknowledge that we are
in the world, but not of the world. Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other
people does not rest in the powers and achievements of this world, but in the kingdom
of God. Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom: to serve as he has
served us; to love God and love our neighbors.

— We Share Our Gifts -

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Leader: We acknowledge you O Lord as the source of all that we have and all that
we are.

People: Help us to place you, our loving Creator, first in our lives...

Leader: Help us to make your priorities

People: Our priorities.

All: Take my life and let it be

(to be sung) Consecrated Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days:
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Leader: Challenge us Lord as your disciples

People: to put our faith into action by loving and caring for our neighbors in
need.

All: Take my hands and let them move

(to be sung) at the impulse of thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be

Swift and beautiful for thee,

Swift and beautiful for thee.
Leader: Help us Lord to hear your call to be good stewards of all your gifts
People: by caring for them as you intend and sharing them for your purpose.



All:
(to be sung)

Leader:
People:
Leader:

All:
(to be sung)

Leader:
People:

All:
(to be sung)

Take my will and make it Thine,

It shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart, it is Thine own,

It shall be thy royal throne,

It shall be thy royal throne.

May our offering be used, O God, to be your guiding light, your loving
hands, and your strengthening presence in our world today.

In this sacred moment of giving we acknowledge our hope that we may
be visible witnesses of your love and grace.

We pray that you would...

Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would I withhold;

Take my intellect, and use

Every power as thou shalt choose,

Every power as thou shalt choose.

We come now and offer to you Lord our offerings and commitment of
giving with cheerful and thankful hearts.

We do this, O Lord, as a sign of our love and in thanksgiving for the
many blessings we have received.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour

At thy feet its treasure store.

Take myself, and I will be

Ever, only, all for thee,

Ever, only, all for thee.

Presentation of Tithes, Offering and Our Financial Commitment to the 2026 Ministry/
Mission of C.P.C.

OFFERTORY

FRIENDSHIP RECORD - (Please sign and pass)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Leader:  In this sacred moment of giving we acknowledge, Dear Lord, our hope that we

may be visible witnesses to your love and grace.

People:  May our giving be used, O God, to be your guiding light, your loving hands
and your strengthening presence in our world today.

All: To you, O Lord, be all honor, glory, and praise.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN - #554
Let All Things Now Living




Our worship does
not end at the
conclusion of this
service. We go forth
to love and serve the
LORD in daily living.
In so doing, we seek to
fulfill our mission to
“love God and make
God’s love known”.

— We Go Out to Be God’s Presence in the World -
*BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE
The Postlude is considered the final Alleluia of Worship
*Please stand if you are able.

The flowers are given to the glory of God by Tom and Sue Ann Summers in celebration of
their 60th wedding anniversary on November 27th.

Accompanist: Sarah Abushakra

Ushers: Alan Tucker, Joe and Patty Franklin, Holly Alexander
Greeter: Jane and Leo Garcia

Holy Grounds: Richard and Sandra Schnare

Children’s Church:

If you are a visitor here and have a child that would like to attend children’s church they are
more than welcome to join us! After the children’s sermon, all children ages kindergarten
through fifth grade are dismissed to go downstairs with the teachers. We have a snack,
game, Bible lesson and a craft. If your child has any food allergies or other health/behavior
concerns please come downstairs with your child and let the teachers know. We have visitor
forms as well that are located by the worship boxes and bulletins. When church is finished
please come downstairs to pick your child up. We also have a nursery that is available from
birth-preschool age. Thank you!

Prayer from Our Care Team:

Each month, Pastor Meg and your congregational care elders, Patty Franklin, John

Liles, and Cindy Ward, meet to pray through the requests that have been offered on our
congregational prayer list. If you have new requests to bring to our team for prayer and
care, please contact John Liles via phone or email: at (919) 623-5247 or johnliles822@gmail.
com.

The Mission of Community Presbyterian Church:
“We exist not for ourselves, but to love God and
make God’s love known.”

CPC Financial Update
Income vs. Expenses for October 2025 YTD

Better/(Worse)
Actual Budget Than Budget
YTD Income 753,827 731,573 22,254
YTD Expenses 710,428 755,217 44,789
Net 43,399 -23,644 67,043




— Community Happenings -

Weekly Calendar
Sunday
10:30a.m.  Worship - Sanctuary

530 pm.  Youth Fellowship - Youth Loft

Monday

1:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Supervision — Fannie B.
Gray Parlor

4:00p.m.  Designing Women - Everette House

5:30 p.m. Barbershop Board Meeting — Conference
Room

6:30 p.m.  Barbershop - Fellowship Hall

6:30 pm.  Session Meeting — Fannie B. Gray Parlor

7:15 p.m. Troop 7G - Great Room

Tuesday

8:00a.m.  Men’s Prayer Breakfast — Pinecrest Inn

2:30 p.m. CALL - Everette House

3:30p.m.  Brookside Tutoring - Fannie B. Gray Parlor

6:30pm.  Pack 7 Committee Meeting — Fannie B.
Gray Parlor

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 7 - Fellowship Hall

Wednesday

2:30 p.m. PAWS - Fellowship Hall

Thursday

10:00 a.m.  Presbyterian Purls — Library

230 p.m.  Dementia on Ally Training with Dr. Karen
Sullivan - Fellowship Hall

5:45p.m.  Choir Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall

Friday

8:30 a.m. Prayer Garden

Sunday (November 23)

10:30a.m.  Worship - Sanctuary

Come and See:

Senior Enrichment Center

Lynne Drinkwater from the Senior Enrichment Center will
be here at CPC tomorrow, November 17th at 2 p.m.

in the Parlor. Lynne will be offering an informational
presentation about resources available to our community
at the Senior Enrichment Center. All are welcome to attend!
For handout purposes, please let Meg know by Monday
morning if possible.

Qualified Charitable Distributions

Did you know that you can use some of your IRA savings
to support your favorite causes Tax-Free?

Asa 501 (c) (3), Community Presbyterian Church (CPC)
qualifies.

If you would like to support CPC via a qualified charitable
distribution (QCD), using pretax money from a traditional,
rollover or inherited IRA can be an ideal way to donate.
Rather than passing these assets to a beneficiary, who will
likely pay taxes when the inherited IRA is distributed, you
can pass these assets to charity by taking a QCD. Neither
you nor the charity will have to pay any taxes.

Key guidelines and information:

+ You must be a minimum age of 70 % at the time of the
QCD
The money must “go directly” from the IRA to the
qualified organization. You cannot take active receipt
of the money. If the money is sent directly to CPC
please have the institution make the check out to
Community Presbyterian Church and also
associate your name with the payment; for our records.
Alternatively, you can have a check sent to you so you
can personally deliver it to CPC but the check must be
made out to Community Presbyterian Church.

« The maximum you can donate annually, on this basis, is
$108,000

o A QCD will count toward satistying your required
minimum distribution (RMD)

« You can take a QCD whether or not you itemize
deductions or take the standard deduction on your tax
return

Please consult your financial or tax advisor and feel free
to contact Sam Crouter, the CPC Finance Manager,

at scrouter@communitypres.com regarding any CPC
recipient information you will need.



Angel Tree Mission Project

One of the traditions of Community Presbyterian
Church has been the sponsorship of the “Angel Tree”
program. The Mission Committee is partnering with
three (3) missions in Moore County to provide clothing
and books to 150+ children in need at Christmas time.

o CALL program (Community Assisting Language
Learners), is an afterschool tutoring/mentoring
program helping children to become proficient in
English.

* Northern Moore Family Resource Center
(NMFRC), provides education to children and a
helping hand all year round to families in need living
in the Robbins area of our county.

« Brookside is a program in which we minister to
the children of this area through bible study, camp,
games, arts & crafts, and quality time spent building
connections and sharing the Word of God.

All our partners represent children at risk who need our
sponsorship for Christmas.

The “Angel Tree” kickoff for 2025 is Sunday, October
26th. The Angel Tree will be displayed at the entrance of
either the Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall, depending on
where services are held that week.

Here’s how it works:

Gold Angels - CALL

Red Angels - Monetary Donations for Brookside parent
shopping

Green Angels - Northern Moore Family Resource
Center

Members of the church take an angel, and either purchase
items for the child listed on that angel or provide a
monetary donation. If you are buying, include all the items
requested on the angel.

For purchased gifts:

1. Securely attach the Angel to the large gift bag.

2. Place UNWRAPPED gifts in a large gift bag and
return them to the church office.

For monetary donations:

1. If you took an angel, attach the angel to your
check and return to the church office.

2. Ifyoudid not take an angel, send a check with a
notation for “Angel Tree”.

The deadline for gifts or monetary donations is
Sunday, November 23rd!

Members of the Mission Committee then deliver the gifts
to CALL, and Northern Moore Family Resource Center,
and will coordinate a “shopping” day with the Brookside
parent(s) with Walmart gift cards.

Questions? Would you like to volunteer?
Contact Michelle Gray at (910) 639-9480 or Stephanie
Jenkins at (910) 315-4133, Angel Tree Mission Chairs.

If anyone would like to volunteer with NMFR at
Santa’s Workshop the dates are December 9th -
11th. If anyone would like to shop with our Brookside
families for angel tree those dates are December

3rd & 4th. Sign up by emailing Meg at mvail@
communitypres.com. To volunteer with CALL:
wrapping on December 10 & 11 from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
at the Everette House. Please bring a pair of scissors.



— Community Presbyterian Staff -

Rod Stone
Pastor - Head of Staff
Ext12
rstone@communitypres.com

Meghan Vail
Associate Pastor
Ext. 13
mvail@communitypres.com

Gerlene Cotton
Nursery Attendant

Betty Pope
Director of CALL
(910) 639-1185

popeelizabeth3868@gmail.com

Sally Raynor
Sr. Administrative Assistant
Ext 14
sraynor@communitypres.com

Kirsten Foyles
Director of Music Ministry
(910) 315-5292
badgergirlnc@gmail.com

Matthew Best
Facility Manager

Samantha Crouter
Financial Manager
Ext. 33

scrouter@communitypres.com

Evie Miller
Nursery Assistant

— Contact Information -

Church Office: (910) 295-6848

Kelly Pritchard
Ministry Associate for Communications
kpritchard@communitypres.com

Emma Lassiter
Associate for Children's Ministry
Ext. 15
elassiter@communitypres.com

Kaleb Joiner
Interim Director of Youth Ministry
Ext. 15
kjoiner@communitypres.com

Terri Sinclair
Director of Music Emeritus

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday - 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Friday - Closed

If you need a Pastor after hours, the following can be reached:

Rod Stone, Pastor: (910) 585-0828
Meghan Vail, Associate Pastor: (732) 804-4907

Mailing Address: Community Presbyterian Church ¢ P.O. Box 1449 * Pinehurst, NC 28370

www.communitypres.com

Location: 125 Everette Road ¢ Pinehurst, NC 28374
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