We exist not for ourselves but to love
God and make God’s love known.

June 2022

A Special Thank You
Oh, my gosh! What a lot of people
helped to make our Welcome to Meg
and her family a fun good time! We
had a great set up crew who came
back the next day and continued
their dedicated work! And some
even stayed to help afterward in the
kitchen! Some guys and gals picked
up the chicken! So let us thank Jane

Garcia, Pam Hylton, Mary Hall
Koontz, Judy Silver, Joanna Oakley,
Marie and Bob Carbrey, Sue Ann
Summers, Bonnie Roberson, Robin
and Andy Potter, Alexander Jacoby,
John Oakley, Kim Bailey, Glenda
Hilderbrand, Herb and Shay Teese,
Rebecca and Steve Lapping, and
John Galland, who did triple duty!

Gary Popson and Rod did the fun
programming! And we couldn’t do it
without Sally’s help in the office and
Al’s help with table set up! It is truly
a joy to work on any committee or
event in this church where everyone is
willing and eager to help!
Thank you to all . . . Sheila Van Dyke

CPC
Contact
Information
Church Office
(910) 295-6848
Website
www.communitypres.com
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Friday
Church Office Closed
If you need a pastor after
hours, the following can
be reached
Rod Stone
Pastor
(910) 585-0828
Megan Vail
Associate Pastor
(732) 804-4907
Mailing Address
Community Presbyterian
Church
P.O. Box 1449
Pinehurst, NC 28370
Location
125 Everette Road
Pinehurst, NC 28374

Let Us Prey: Beware of Scammers
The scammers of our world seem
Here are some generalized rules that are
to be particularly active these days.
helpful to follow:
This is a call for all of us to be extra
1. Never believe someone is who they say
vigilant. We have even seen cases
they are over the phone or email, or that
where emails are sent out supposedly
their claims are true. When in doubt, check
from me requesting that you contact
with the real agency, person, or company.
me for some assistance. The content
But don’t use the phone number, email, or
may be something as follows:
website they give you. Look it up yourself.
2. Never feel pressured to give information
"Do you have a moment, I have a
(such as your credit card number or
request I need you to handle discreetly.
account password) over the phone,
I am going into a meeting now, no
especially if the call was unexpected.
calls so just reply to my email."
Scammers may try to use calls, texts, and
emails to impersonate a service. It's safest
Please know,
to end the call/chat and reach out directly
NEVER will I or any church staff ask
to customer support of that agency or
for gift cards or cash by email or text.
institution.
3. Never pay over the phone or through
NEVER will I or any church staff ask
emails.
you for money urgently by email or a 4. Be wary of false urgency. Scammers may
text.
try to create a sense of urgency to persuade
you to do what they're asking. Be wary any
NEVER will I or any church staff ask
time someone tries to convince you that
you for funds and not be available to
you must act now.
confirm our identity "because we are
5. Beware of any requests for your details
in a meeting."
or money. Never send money or give credit
NEVER send gift card numbers or
card details, online account details or
some type of monetary payment to
copies of personal documents to anyone
ANYONE by email or text.
you don’t know or trust. Don't agree to
transfer money or goods for someone else.
When in doubt regarding a church
6. Be wary of unusual payment requests.
correspondence by me or any staff
Scammers will often ask you to use an
member you are welcome to call the
unusual payment method, including
church office at (910) 295-6848 to
preloaded debit cards, gift cards, or iTunes
verify.
cards.
Be Safe, Rod
Sorry that these incidents occur.

Hello Summer! God is Everywhere!
That is the theme of the Summer Sunday School boxes. Along with a new book of Bible stories are backgrounds and
characters for the children to use to retell ten different Bible stories. Blank journals and stickers will be provided for
children to write and draw the places they see God all summer long. Paper airplanes to fold with “God loves me”
emblazoned on the wings, rain sticks to build, calendars to mark each day God has given, and prayer boxes to decorate
are a few of the activities for the children to work on. There is even an activity to help them understand that God is also
in the times of waiting. Because, yes, God is everywhere!

2022 Senior Recognition

Community Presbyterian recognizes our High School and
College Seniors.
Those graduating from High School are:
Alyssa Akerlund is the daughter of Tom Akerlund and Mary Kay McClure. She is
graduating from Pinecrest and will attend Northern Illinois University.
Kaylee Akerlund is the daughter of Tom Akerlund and Mary Kay McClure. She is
graduating from Pinecrest and will attend Emory Riddle Aeronautical University in
Florida.
Jackson Bode is the son of Justin and Elizabeth Bode. Jackson will be attending
Davidson College where he will be a member of the golf team. While at Pinecrest he
was a member of the golf team and basketball team.
Kayden Foyles is the daughter of Jody and Kirsten Foyles. Kayden is graduating
from Pinecrest High School and will attend NC State and major in marketing
with a minor in theater. While at Pinecrest Kayden was a member of the National
Honor Society, Pinecrest choir and players. Her hobbies are musical theater, singing,
photography and graphic design. Kayden has been involved at church in the PAWS
program, Youth Worship Team, VBS volunteer and 3 year advocate/counselor for
Massanetta Middle School Conference.
Lauren Foyles is the daughter of Jody and Kirsten Foyles. She is graduating from
Pinecrest High School and will attend UNC-Greensboro where she plans to study
elementary education and musical theater. Lauren was a member of the
National Honor Society at Pinecrest as well as the Pinecrest choir and players and
a cheerleader. Her church involvement included PAWS, Youth Worship Team, VBS
volunteer and 3 year advocate/counselor for Massanetta Middle School Conference.
Garrett Graham is the son of Chris and Lee Ann Graham. Garrett is graduating
from The O’Neal School and will attend NC State Computer Science Engineering
School. While at O’Neal Garrett was on the varsity soccer team, member of the
Debate Club and Leadership Academy. His hobbies include soccer, videogames,
reading and writing, weight lifting and watching movies (especially Batman). At
CPC Garrett was a member of youth fellowship, youth worship team and this past
year has been on the youth usher team. Garrett also attended Montreat Summer
Conference.
Emma Lassiter is the daughter of Susan Lassiter. She is graduating from Pinecrest
High School and then will attend Sandhills Community College. After that she
plans to open a local photography business that also caters to helping and teaching
younger/beginner photographers. While at Pinecrest Emma was in the choir. At
church Emma was a part of the Youth Worship Team and a VBS volunteer. Emma’s
hobby is photography.
Aidan Lyons is the son of Heather and Andrew Lyons. Aidan is graduating from
Pinecrest and will attend Sandhills Community College.
Continued on the next page

Dear CPC
Family,
Thank you so much for the
lovely reception on May 1.
I am grateful for the kind
words and sentiments
shared with me personally
and in the many cards that
were collected. This place
will always be dear to me
and I am a better person
for my time with you all.
During my last youth
fellowship meeting, one of
the youth asked me what
was my favorite memory of
my time here. It was a hard
question to answer. I could
not name just one memory.
So I named a few then of
the many memories that
flooded back and later that
evening at home, they kept
coming! What a blessing
to have so many memories
with you to treasure. Again,
thank you for the gifts and
well wishes as I move to
Charlotte. Please stay in
touch.
Grace and peace, Mary
Ellen
Mary Ellen Vernon
1449 Ashcraft Lane, Apt. F
Charlotte, NC 28209
mymaryellen@gmail.com

VBS
Volunteer
Meeting

Sunday, June 12th
right after church in
the conference room
If you are interested in
helping out with this year’s
VBS we would love to have
you! The needs are different
this year with our new
format and there are plenty
of ways you can help. We
always need decorators,
greeters and people to sign
in the participants, assistants
for craft activities and
storytelling and games, and
guides to help the groups
transition from one area to
another. We will also need
volunteers in the kitchen and
serving area to help manage
dinner. You can fill out a
Volunteer form found in
the Welcome Center or the
office or just show up at the
meeting and we will sign you
up there. We will provide a
light lunch and look forward
to seeing you.
2022 VBS dates are July
11-13 from 5:00 p.m. - 7:30
p.m. Families will have the
chance to dine together
from 5:00 - 5:30 p.m. (this
includes parents and
caretakers and siblings).
Then the VBS participants
will spend from 5:30 - 7:30
p.m. singing, playing
games, creating and
learning Bible stories.

Senior Recognition Continued from the previous page
Grace Lyons is the daughter of Heather and Andrew Lyons. Grace is graduating
from Pinecrest and will attend Pace University in New York.

Those graduating from college are:
Ryan Baer is the son of Bob and Susan Baer. Ryan graduated from UNC-Pembroke
with a Bachelors Degree in Business Administration Management. While at
Pembroke Ryan was part of the CRU ministry for a year. Ryan attended Vertical
Church in Pembroke and Cross Way of Pembroke. He enjoys the outdoors,
kayaking, spending time with family and friends and listening to music. Ryan is
currently working full time at Pinehurst Country Club as the Recreation Specialist.
Tanner Benton is the son of Jan Benton and grandson of Doris Andrews and
brother of Seth Maness and Bailey Benton. Tanner is a graduate of Wingate
University with a degree in Accounting. He was a member of a fraternity and held
office of Fraternity Chaplin. Tanner played school intramurals. His plans are to find
a job in the accounting field.
Dylan Gray is the son of Billy and Michelle Gray. Dylan is a graduate of Pamplin
School of Business at Virginia Tech with a BS in Business Information Technology
with a focus in Decision Support Systems. At school Dylan was a member of the
Forestry Club and also involved with the Chi Alpha Campus Ministries at Virginia
Tech. His hobbies include playing basketball and attending football and basketball
games. Dylan is interviewing for a job in the Raleigh area and is planning to apply to
NCSU for a Masters in Information technology and Business Analytics.
Brent Hoshell is the son of Mark and Ginger Gentry. Brent graduated from
UNC-Wilmington with a Bachelor of Science degree, Cameron School of Business
(Finance) with a minor in Leadership Studies. Brent was a college swimmer for 4
years. He was on the Dean’s list for 5 semesters and was a Student Athlete Advisory
Committee representative. Brent enjoys fishing, surfing, playing golf and spending
time with friends. He is employed full time with nCino in Wilmington and has
started graduate school online at East Carolina University to earn his MBA degree.
Connor Jenkins is the son of Jim and Stephanie Jenkins. Connor is graduating
from Brown University with a degree in history. His school activity was social justice
– to bring attention to all those marginalized and seek change. His hobby is reading.
Conner will be attending graduate school in Oxford, England.
Megan Petero is the daughter of Clay and Danelle Petero. Megan is a graduate of
Bryn Mawr College with a major in Literatures in English. While at Bryn Mawr
Megan was a hub coordinator and member of Sunrise Movement and tutored
in English and math. Her hobbies include reading and writing, crocheting and
spending lots of time outdoors. Megan plans to work for a year or two before
pursuing a PhD in English, with which she will become a professor in English/
Literature and Film Studies.
Jason Putman is the son of Jim and Lisa Putman. Jason graduated from UNC
Wilmington with a Business Degree in Supply Chain Management.

Carnegie Hall
Our own Director of Music, Dr. Terri Sinclair made her Carnegie Hall conducting
debut on Saturday, May 28th in New York City! She conducted a 45+ member
orchestra and 75 person choir, which included CPC members – Kirsten Foyles,
Amanda Jacoby, Lisa Putman, Rebecca Lapping, and Rosa Recio. The group
performed John Leavitt’s Missa Festiva and Z. Randall Stroope’s American
Rhapsody, and included members of Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church,
Culdee Presbyterian Church, Sandhills Community College, and CCU Alumni, in
addition to a choir from Nebraska and one from California. The concert was a huge
success and all involved had a fantastic time! We are so proud of Terri and her team
on a wonderful concert and a dream come true!

This was Terri’s own dressing room in Carnegie Hall!

Worship
Committee
News
The goal of the worship
committee is to help people
connect to God in an everdeepening relationship.
Along with the pastors,
we look at the structure
of worship, discuss new
possibilities for worship
elements and considers
reforms that could be made
to strengthen and develop
an individual’s faith through
the worship experience.
If you have ideas to share
or would like to join our
conversation, we invite you
to email Sonja Brewton,
chair, at pinehurstsonja@
hotmail.com. We also
welcome members willing
to assist with preparing the
monthly celebration of the
sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper or with any of the
logistical tasks necessary to a
weekly service.
Through Jesus Christ,
Community Presbyterian
Church is a royal priesthood
in which worship is the work
of everyone. We hope you
will answer the call and
find a way to participate in
the common ministry of
worship, discipleship, and
service.

Cinco de Mayo
Cinco de Mayo, or the fifth of May, is
a holiday that celebrates the date of the
Mexican army’s May 5, 1862, victory
over France at the Battle of Puebla
during the Franco-Mexican War. We
needed CALL to have a victory while
cooking 200 plates of authentic
Mexican food and we also wanted to
empower the CALL moms to oversee
all the cooking. When it was said
to the moms “You need to tell us,
(the tutors) what to do and we will
do whatever you say.” They looked
at each other and there was silence
in the kitchen. One responded and
said, “Miss Betty, we have never told
you what to do!” I knew that was
somewhat true, but none of us knew
how to cook authentic Mexican food
and the moms needed to become
the teachers. We encouraged them
to give us directions and feedback
so we would not do anything
wrong. During the three days of
cooking, I watched these women
being transformed into powerful
women with voices. I knew that it
was a struggle for them because these
women do not have a voice in their

own culture. The only way we could
be successful in this endeavor was
for them to guide us into cooking
the most delicious food for all the
patrons who were purchasing the
plates. As we worked together, they
realized that they were making it
possible for their children to go to an
educational summer camp. This sense
of accomplishment was palatable
in the kitchen. It was for me one of
the Holiest events I had the honor
to participate in, in a long time. I
recognized the Kingdom of God was
among us and the definition I am
tapping into is the spiritual realm
over which God reigns as king. God
was in charge, and we were trying
to experience this inner treasure as
Jesus made unambiguously clear in
Matthew 6:33. It was a wonderful
week and all of us in CALL trust you
had a phantastic Cinco de Mayo.
To further update Cinco, the next
Tuesday, we had a luncheon for the

CALL moms and tutors. During
the workshop the moms were asked
to help the tutors meet the needs of
their children. The moms answered
with such lucid clarification that I
knew God was in charge again. The
feedback from this gathering will
give direction on how to improve the
program and help the students catch
up because of Covid. By the way,
the dinner made $2,600 and God
encouraged an anonymous donor to
give a matching gift. This experience
has been such a sweet delight which, if
I could only remain in this state a little
longer, would be something out of this
world. That will not happen, but I am
so grateful with the memory of the
Holy Spirit breathing on this program,
known as CALL.
Gracias!
Elizabeth Ann Pope,
Director of CALL

A 6-Week
Small Group
Study on
The Book of
Acts
On Wednesdays from
6:30p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Fannie B Gray Parlor
Beginning June 22nd
and running through
July 27th.
Using the book Acts: Catching
Up With The Spirit by New
Testament Professor and writer
Matthew Skinner, we will
explore six key themes found
in the book of Acts that talk
about who God is and how
God has acted and continues
to act through the spread of the
good news about Jesus Christ.
Through the class’s study and
conversations, we will examine
how our own experiences of
God, our witness, and the work
of God’s people (the church)
can be influenced in light of our
reading of Acts.
The book Acts: Catching Up
With The Spirit by Matthew
Skinner may be purchased in
the office for $14 or may be
ordered online at Amazon.com.
A study guide will accompany
the book.

Youth Worship Team
The Youth Worship Team did a fantastic job on their service on May 22, 2022.
Their theme was “As you walk, the path unwinds . . .” They each gave a minisermon about how we are called to new perspectives, called to community, called
to expand our horizons,
and called to share our
light with the world. It was
a unique year because all
4 of the YWT members
are seniors in high school.
We are so proud of Emma
Lassiter, Garrett Graham,
Lauren Foyles, and Kayden
Foyles. Go out and shine
your light!

What’s it Like to be You Today?
In my personal reading library this month,
I’ve picked up a book entitled Here, Now,
With You: Six Movements of Compassion
for Life and Leadership. The author, Gregg
Louis Taylor, recalls a time in his ministry
when he was asked by a church goer,
“what’s it like to be you today?” Taylor was
surprised by this question, which couldn’t
be given a pat answer, such as “good,”
“fine,” etc. He described the question as
“disarming,” because it required him to
really consider how the stories from his
past, his hopes for the future, and all of his
thoughts, feelings, anxieties, and insecurities
were shaping how he would honestly and
authentically answer the question of what
it was like to be him that day. Thoughtfully receiving and responding to this
question gave him a “boarding pass” to explore, understand, and come to terms
with his story and God’s presence in it.
Taylor encourages us to ask that question often in order to spark conversations
that shape genuine relationships. He argues that people nourish compassion
when they cultivate curiosity. He says, curiosity can break down preconceived
ideas or pictures we hold over one another. It connects you to the story of your
own life, leads you to empathize with someone else’s, and broadens perspective to
the boundless and surprising ways in which the God of compassion never ceases
writing a narrative of grace on the collective story of our being human together.
As I continue to learn the stories of God’s ongoing faithfulness in this church
community, I’ve observed that CPC members and friends involved in the various
care ministries of our church are asking that question - “what’s it like to be you
today?”- in so many ways. Together, we are curious about the stories of our lives
and God’s movement within the stories. Whether you deliver a casserole, make a
phone call or visit, or pray from home for our church family, you are asking the
question. When you offer support or provide a listening ear, you are asking the
question. When you share the presence of God with another, you are asking the
question. What a privilege it is for God’s people to ask the question in word and
deed in these and other meaningful, compassionate ways.
As session liaison for congregational care, Alan Tucker and I look forward to
hosting a Care Ministries breakfast at CPC on Thursday, June 9th at 8:30am.
We invite all those who are active in care ministries of the church to attend for
conversation and a shared meal. If you are not active and would like to find a
role in the care ministries of the church, we welcome you to the breakfast as well!
Please see the weekly blast for more information as the date approaches.
– Pastor Meg

Elders
Sonja Brewton
Worship
pinehurstsonja@hotmail.com
Bob Burton
Mission
rb7524@aol.com
David Butler
Property & Grounds
davche.1993@gmail.com
Marie Carbrey
Finance
mcarbrey@aol.com
John Galland
Discipleship
galland840@gmail.com
Gayle Magee
Mission
gaylemgee@yahoo.com
Gary Popson
Membership
kaptau133@aol.com
Alan Tucker
Congregational Care
alan@homescba.com
Mary Ellen Vernon
Discipleship
mvernon@commuitypres.com

Congratulations

Thank You
I want to thank you all for a
lovely reception and express
my gratitude to each of you
who extended such kind words
to me as I began my new job.
It has been such an honor to
work with the children in our
congregation and I have been
blessed to be involved in so
many aspects of our church
ministry.
It is here through Bible studies,
worship, and many hours of
conversations with the leaders,
the congregation members, the
youth and the children that I
have learned what it means to
love God and seen all the ways
we can share that love. I know
that I will spend the rest of
my life working to live out our
mission, to love God and make
God’s love known.
I am looking forward to finding
new ways to support our church
leaders, members, children
and youth and look forward to
worshipping alongside you on
Sunday mornings.

Congratulations to Jacob Denton, son of Jamie and Sharon Denton on
his recent marriage to Maggie Grissom on Saturday May 21st.

Picture from left to right, Bryce Lapping and his fiancé Allison, Kaylan Gerdes,
Maggie and Jacob Denton, David Boone and his fiancé Alex.)
Congratulations to Harry Vogt on his 90th birthday on May 27 and
to Will Larkin on his 90th birthday on May 31st.

Julie

Congratulations to Mindy and Fernando Mejia for the birth on May 12th
of Micah Elijah.
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Terri Sinclair
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